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Deanry of Braintree 
in Effex. 


»* 
;VY 


| Reverend e 


cee was n up 
in Obedience to an Or- 
der, I receiv d from my 
Right Reverend Dioceſan, dated 


Fuba, June 24. 1720. to pre- 
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pare myſelf to preach before you | 
on Auguit the firſt, being the Day 
of His Lordſhip's | a at 
Braintree; but it was the Pleaſure 
of my Dioceſan, upon the appli- 
cation of Doctor Mangey, to lend 


a Superſedeas to this Order, dated 
Chelmsford, Fu 23. 


"This Supe erſedeas \ was ann to 


fix a Mark of publick Diſgrace upon 
me, and to ſignify His Lordſhip's 
Diſpleaſure. Upon my humble 
Application to my Dioceſan, for 
the ground of his ſudden Diſplea- | 
ſure, it was alledg'd by His 
Lordſhip, That I was far gone in 
the Principles of the Biſhop of 
Bangor, (now Hereford) which he 


was reſolv'd to diſcourage. This 


Charge being in generals, there 
was no room n, my 12 
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£ be E pile Dodicatory 4 


VE ek n. a, from the 5 of thi 


C 


I my Vindfcation : and had a Stil. 
faction in thinking, The Publica- 
tion of Doctor Mangey's Sermon, 
| | who was appointed to entertain 
you in my room, would put an 
Opportunity into my hands, 
ſpeak in my own Vindication. I DP 
reaſon to believe that Learned 
Doctor would, in Obedience to 
Z your kind and unanimous Requeſt, 
7 pleaſure and improve the Publick 
with thoſe Thoughts Jo: efteem'd 
ſo excellent and uſeful. 


thoſe Services the Biſhop of Bangor 


2 volution, when it ſeem'd to want 
> Friends, and abnndance of moſt 


His 


4 itt race, to publiſh this Eſſay in 


As to the Charge, my Reverend 
Brethren, I frankly own, That 


(now Hereford ) did for the Re. 5 


| valuable Perſonal Qualities, give 


. Retr — —„ —_ — as — — * — e— — Aran Xo ran — enmd— oem „1 
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1 aſſure you, I {hall have pleaſure 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


l of 4 5 5 73 

Ws: 

Y . 0 A 

His Lordſhip a warm pl B 
1 P ace in my 


Affections. But it is a Soleciſm 
in good Manners, to ſpeak in this 


familiar 99 1 one ſo much 
a wy Superior. e 


3 have my Opinion conce me | 
Church Authority in this 


E ay I think it may be Orthodox; 
(let me have the uſe of a Church 3 
Word:) I have erfu'd Truth 


with an honeſt Heart. But it 
will be no News for a weak Man 


to err: And if I do, I muſt fay, 


That I err Sincerely, and in good 
Company. This claims a candid 4 


e . nnne 


But, my Brethren, 4 am not 


Werk to my own Thoughts, nor 3 
to thoſe of greater Men : 4 I will 


not take them, as we do our 
Wives, Better for Morſe. And do 


in 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
in divorcing the deareſt by them 
upon your Commands. A plea» 


| ſure only ſecond to what I now 
nase, in writing myſelf, 


Reverend Brethren, 


and obedient Brother, 


Tour very humble Servant, 


Marr, 
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MATT. xvi, 1 9. | 


Kingdom of Heaven: And whats 
ſoever thou ſhalt bind on Earth, 


whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on 
ws 11 0 be bofe ed in Heaven. 


SE lurch FE VIE hath 1 a 
| Matter of 1 which 


who have the Intereſt of Chriſtianity at 


3 


Aud it is to be wiſh d, the very uſeful 
e of Levi, had not been ſo deeply 


ſecuted by a eee of Libertines 
in 


2 I will give the the 41 of the 


ſhall he bound in Heuven : And 


hath given ſome Uneaſineſs to 
thoſe good People among us, 


Frony and are zealous for Good Works. 


” concern'd in this Buſineſs, in theſe very 
ba Days, when the whole Tribe is per- 
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5 th have no ambition to enter the trou- # 


Eph. 4. 


125 


Words were immediately directed to St. 


Orroftion frets the cooleſt Yeo er, and P 


to his Church; For the work of the Mi. 
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An EI 9 upon 
in dirty Images; when Things which are of 
; when the common Intereſt 
F Reveal d Relig on call out our united 4 
ands to their r. | A 


5 3 


clome 8 ield of Controverſy; 1 the Hands | 3 


puſheth the Champions upon indefenlible 5 
Extremes. But I am neutral: And my 
Buſineſs is, to endeavour to know, what 4 
that Authority! is, which Chriſt has given = 


pifiry 3. for. perfefing. of the Saints; 3 3 for f 
age o of the Body in love. 3 


But before Ti can enter upon the Sub. 
ject of Church Authority 3; I muſt beg a 
little of your time to make the Phraſe of | 3 

my Text eaſy. PER I 

I begin wich 7 will give thee the 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven : Theſe 
Peter, but it cannot hence be concluded, 


That this Apoſtle was only concerned 1 in N 
the Powers of this Commiſſion; becauſe, 


the like Power, whatever it may be, (el 


which more by and by) is given in other F 


| Scriptures, to all the Apoſtles, in the ; 


fame and in ſtronger Terms: What, if | ; 


it | 


chureh Authority 3 


it be ſaid, Thou. art Peter, and u pon cha Matt. 18. 
Wrk (namely, upon this Doative, that, 18, 16. 
Y am the Chriſt, the San of the living God, J 
4 will build my Church's The Chorch ig 
Jin other Scriptures ſaid, To be built upon Ephel. 2. 
Te Feſus Chriſt bimſelf being the Head 
Corner Stone, (viz, upon the Labours and 
Preaching of thoſe truly Primitive Work- 
men, proving to Fews and Gentiles, Jeſus 
| | to be the Chriſt.) What if it be {aid to 
4 Fm  Whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on 
7 Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven, and 
F whatſoever. thou ſhalt looſe on Earth 3 ſhall 
or be looſed in Heaven e It is likewiſe ſaid to 
all the Apoſtles, V batſoever ye ſhall bind wah, rs, 
on Earth, ſhall be bound in ee and 8. 
uuhat ſoeuer ye ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be 
2 laoſed in Heaven. Whoſeſoever Sins Je re. john 20. 


mit, they are remitted unto them : A,, 23 


+ whoſe ſoever Sins ye retain,they are retained. 
x Hence 1 am apt to believe, that all the 
3 Apoſtles were equally concerned in the 

| Excrron of the Powers of the Com- | 

| miſſion. Sg 

1 light, if there was Occaſion for i... 
| enrich this Obſervation with the Opini- 
ons of the Antients. Hear St. Cyprian; 
| Nom Petro primum Dominus, ſuper quem 

ce mdiſicant Ecclefiam, Poteſtatem iſtam dedit, 
| | wt id 4 olveretur in _ "wy ille ſolu 


the r 


F K 


4 | An Eſſay apo E 
A fer i in terris: Et poſt Reſurrectionem, qitoqʒ 3 
qi [ 4d Apoftolos loquitur dicen$; ficut nuſit mne 
3 i Pater, ego & vos nitto; Hoc cum dixiſſet 
if inſpiravit, E ait ilis ʒ Accipite Spiritum # 
. Sanctum, fi cujus remiſeritis peccato, re- 
=. _ mittentur illi ſi cujus tenueritis tenebuntuy. 
10 Eßpiſt. 73. Ed. Pam. It is a Satisfaction to 
eiiien good Man with us. z 
1 1 will give thee the Keys of the King- LE 
= dm of Heaven: I have proved the Com- 
Al miſſion to be general, and to concern all 2 
Ul the Apoſtles. What I have now to do z 
4 i zs to enquire what may be implied in che | 
|! + Promiſe of the Keys of Heaven: For the 
I'm Uncderſtanding of this, it will be proper 
= to obſerve, that a Key, in the Language 
=_ of the Scripture, is an Emblem of Au- 
1:58 thority and Power: Sometimes it denotes 7 
I Civil Power; thus the Authority of Elia- 
1 kim, who was firſt Miniſter of State to 
| | the King of Iſrael, is ſet out by having 
Tha, 22.22. che Key of the Houſe of David lay'd upon | 
bis Shoulders We meet with this Phraſe 7 
Rev, 1. 18. in three more Texts. As the Key of Hell © 
Cap 3. 7. and Death: As the Key of David: As 
Gap: „ 1 1h Key of the bottomleſs Pit In all theſe 
Places i it is an Emblem of Authority. ' * 
What is manifeſt in theſe Obſervati- 

ons, is, That when our Lord promiſed | 

to St. Peter, the Keys of the Kingdom , 

| Heaven he Ong {ome Sort of Au- 

 thority þ 


T > os and I. Dh. weD 


1 church Authority. 
thority in a uſual Jewiſb Phraſe, a Key 


® being an Emblem and Sign of Authority | 


ga among the Fews; and the Delivery of it 
by a proper Hand, a Cuſtomary Form of 

A Inveſtiture and Inauguration in thoſe 

4 Times. 

What ! ure! now to do, is to enquire, 

what this Authority may be, which our 

Lord gave to St. Peter in his Promiſe of 


could not be Civil Authority in Matters 


dom of Chriſt is not of this World: The 
Laus of Chriſt's Kingdom are not framed 
according to the Maxims of this World: 

There are no Methods for making War, 

and Peace; no Rules for diſpoſing of 
Goods, Lands, or Inheritance; no Dele- 
gation of Authority to hear and decide 
Controverſies about ſuch things: The 
whole Conſtitution is taken up in Spiri- 
tual Concerns, in reforming the Manners 


1 of the inward Man of the Heart, and in 


raiſing up within us the Image of God. 
There is no Buſineſs for Civil Authority 
in a Kingdom of this Model. 
The Power of the Keys muſt now be 
Spiritual: I will give thee the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven : (viz. I will appoint 
thee a Miniſter of my Spiritual Kingdom, 
to — the glad Tings of Peace "Ia 
a 1- 


the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, This 


of a ſecular Nature, becauſe The King- John 18. 


39, | 


6 — —m Eſſay upon 


Salvation to all People.) It may be need- , 
leſs to mention, how oft the able Spi- 
ritual Kingdom of Chrift, or his Church © 
Militant upon Earth, is called, the Aing- 
dom f, Heuven, in the Phraſe of St. 
Matt her ; And in the other Evangeliſts, 
The Kingdom of God. Theſe two Titles 
are coincident; but not new Titles, fra- © 
med and nvedted by the Writers of thé 
Goſpel; but old Jeeiſb Titles of the 
Kingdom of the Meſſtas, adopted by the 
Evangeliſts. Hear the excellent Mr. 
Dif. 25. Meds. The Kingdom of God, or the 
288. 103-6 Kingdom of Heaven, is the Kingdom of 
** the Meſſiah, foretold in the . 1 

« For ſo the Hebrew Doctors before; and 
5 3t our Saviour's Coming, had termed this 
Kingdom, and taught their People tolook © 
« for it under that Name. Hence the Sub- | 
jets of this Kingdom of Chriſt, are in 
the Scripture ſaid, to come unto the 


| Heb, ho Heavenly Feruſalem, to be Partakers of 


" Eph. Fa 4 the Heavenly Calling, to fit in Heaven- 
feb. 2. 6.4y Places; (namely, to be made Members 
of the viſible Church of Chriſt,) which, 
in the-Language of the om Ne, is call a = 

* Kingdom of Heaven, | 


II. It may be faither proper to Fo : 
that the faſhion of creating Doctors of 
the Law among the Fews, was, by the 

ere- 


- 


Church Authority. — 


Ceremony of putting a Key into their 
Hands: Our Lord ſeems to have his Eye 
upon this Ceremony, where he calls the 
Abuſe of this Office by the eri Doctors, 
Taking away the Key of Knowledge, And Luke 1r. 
butt ing out of the Kingdom of Heaven, (by Mare." 24, 
2 prejudicing the People againſt Chrift and 13. 
his Doctrine, by the Traditions of Men, 
whereby they maule the Word of God of no 
effect; and defeated. the Prophecies of 
Raa 
I am of Opinion, that St. Peter, was, 
by the Promiſe of the Keys of the King- 
dom of Heaven, appointed a publick Mi- 
Z niſter of the Church of Chriſt, and in- 
augurated according to the Faſhion of 
Fudea, in creating Doctors of the Law, 
to open the door of Faith to Fews and 
= Gentiles, and to inroll Members in its 
Z Communion, by the initiating Ceremony 
of Baptiſm. I will give thee the Keys of 
Z the Kingdom of Heaven; (I will create 
A theea Poor of my Law, to preach it 

do all the World, and to admit Proſelytes 
| Y into it.) i N 


„ 


It is evident in thoſe delicate Obſerva- 

2 tions, the very Learned Huetius hath Demn E- 

made upon this Subject of the Key z. Cap 

That a Key was an external Badge of 487 mo 

Office, worn by ſome Orders of Heathen 

2 Priefts, The Curious may entertain them 
Ks 5 ſelves 
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ſelves in that great Man's Works, witli 
the Faſhion of the Key, and with the 
Manner of wearing it. So much to this; 
I will give thee the ht oth Fad: 1 
of Heaven. ; 


My Buſineſs ; is now. 7-with theſe Phra- 
ſes, Itch ſet out the Miniſterial Exer- 
ciſe of this Power: M hatſoever OK 
ſoalt bind on Earth, &. 

The Authority convey'd in theſe 8 

* De Sn. muſt reſpect either Things, or Perſons. 


. #6.1.c.9-* Mr. Selden, + Dr. Lightfoot, and Dri 


oh 
apts "* M hithy, with ſome others, are of Opinion; 


e that the Authority which is given in theſe 
Words, reſpects Things, thoſe doctrinal 


Concluſions the Apoſtles ſhould make, 
concerning the Cao of the Laws of 
Moſes : In ſupport of this; they obſerve, 
that the Terms, bind and looſe have a 
particular Signification i in the Language 
of the Fews, that amongſt them, to bind, 
ſignifieth to probibit and to looſe to 
permit doctrinaly. 

Io give this Opinion its juſt Weight; 
It mult be own'd, that there are ſeveral 
» Hebrew Idioms in the Helleniſtical Greek 
of the New Teſtament ; that Words and 
Phraſes are uſed here in a particular 
Faſhion, according to the manner of the 


Jews; And that in the Phraſe of St. 
— 
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in the vulgar Hebrew o 
rheſe Phraſes are only to be found; we 

Pread of laying heavy burdens, hd; grie-Mat, 23.4; 
vous to be born, in the abovenamed No- 
tation, (vis. of binding the Traditions 
and Dodrines of Men upon Conſcience :) 

Z Here we find the practical Rules of the 

Z Goſpel illuſtrated by the Metaphor of 

Toke and Burden; and the Hardſhip of Nat. 11. 


© Churth Authority, 9 
ſlerbew, which was probably written 


that time, where 


ritual and ceremonial Appointments, by 29,30, 38. 
labor and heavy laden The whole ſet 


of theſe Phraſes TNA Doctrines and 
; Things. _ 


And hi 15 more : The Original | 


; orgs to call for this Interpretation: It 


9 Seel, 0 ND, in the Neuter; 
his according to Grammar, belongs to 


Things; whenas 35 is the proper Notati- 


on of Perſon : According to this Signifi- 


cation of binding and looſing, the mini- 
ſterial Execution of the Power of the 
Aeys muſt conſiſt only in abſolving Men, 
from their Obligations to the Laws of 
== Moſes, and in preaching the Laws of 
2 Chriſt in their room. 


5 9 
* we 
IP; 
PREY 
Ne 


T have endeavour d to give this Opini- 
1 on the full Weight; z it 18 ungenerous to 
; conceal the main Strength of an Argu- 

| CG ment, 
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ment, and only to attack the weak Side: 
But. cannot intirely come into this Ex- 
poſition of the Terms, binding and looſing ; 13 
becauſe, to bind and looſe in this Senſe, 
appears to me a Supreme Legiſlative Au- 9 
thority, to repeal old Laws, and to make 
new. This Power the Apoſtles never 
had, nor claim'd; this makes them 
Kin gs and ſupreme abſolute Lords in the 9 
King dam of Heaven; whenas, according 
to their own Account, they were only 
Miniſters, and Stewards, and Ambaſſa- | 
dors of Chriſt, who were deputed to 
preach the Laws of Chriſt their Supreme, 
and to exhort Men to own the Authori- 1 
ty of their Maſter. 


ho ws Expoſiti tion of theſe 
um. on Terms of binding and looſing, is, That 
re they reſpe& Perſons; Thar the Power 
of Excommunication, which was firſt put 
into the Hands of the Apoſtles, and was 
by them committed to their Succeſſors, in 
the Government of the Church, is that : 
which is given by Chriſt in theſe Words. 
An. 1% And the great and exact Uſher is pretty | 
* Js poſitive, that loofing Men by the Judg- 
ment of the Prieſt, is, by the Fathers, 
accounted nothing. a. but reſtoring 
them to the Peace of the Church, and 
admitting them to the Lord's 1 a- 


gain. 


Church Authority. 


ain. I take this to be the juſteſt Expo- 
ion and ſhall make it therefore the 


DN” 


1 


to have a joint Concern in the Execu- 


| 1s, how 805 thoſe Officers, who ſacceed- 
ed the Apoſtles in the Government of 
the 8 88 of Chriſt, may be concerned 
in the Powers . 


£ Fat 7 
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It ſeems to have been the unanimous 
Opinion of the Antients; that the ordi- 


= 1 525 3 0 FS 6 "QB 2 a e ; 


ſtles. Let St. Cyprian ſpeak for them; 
| Poet ergo peccatorum remittendorum 

Apoſtolis data eſt, & Eccleſtis, quas illi 4 
YN Grips miſſ1 conſticuerunt 3 G Epiſcopis, 
1 eis ordinatione vicaria  ſucceſſerunt. 


piſt. 75. Ed. Pam. He is very clear 


5 upon the Devolution of the ordinary 


Power of the Commiſſion of the Keys. 


b But to prevent Miſtakes ; It is conve- 
nient to remember, that what was extra- 


ſtles, and of thoſe other Primitive Mif- 


L $I who were appointed to the 
4 Aer = AE Work 


3 | Ground- work of my following Diſcourſe, 


Having thus ſet out the Terms of the 
3 Conmiſten and proved the Apoſtles to 


tion of it; What is now to be conſider'd, 


Z nary Powers of this Commiſſion were 
devolved upon the Succeſſors of the Apo- 


1 Lal, in the Character of the Apo- 
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An Eſſay upon 1 
Work of the Miniſtry, did expire upon the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Church; becauſe | 


the End, for the 


to, Men, was gain“ dz 


Power hath been, muſt be, 


Believers, united to God, and among 


themſelves to promote the great Affairs of 


Salvation, by following the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, cannot ſubſiſt without proper 

2 Tim, 2. Officers, Who may know, how they ought 
15. fo behave themſelves in che Houſe of God; 


Titus 1, 5, And to ſer in order thoſe things which may 


be wanting in it. Now thoſe things 
which will be wanting in the Church 
of Chriſt, according to its preſent Con- 
ſtitution and Frame; will be a Succeſſi- 
on of Officers to adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments; to inroll by ape z to Wale, 


ake of which, thoſe | 
extraordinary Gifts were given un. 
and there was no | 
farther Occaſion for thoſe commanding 
IIluſtrations of the Power of God: But 
now the ordinary Powers of the Commiſ- 
fion were transfer'd by the Apoſtles, to | 
their Succeſſors in the Miniſtry, by the 
Tmpoſi tion of Hands, the Ceremony inau- | 
gurating, and the Rite declaring Admiſſi- 
on into the Miniſtry of the Church; And 
this transfer of the ordinary Miniſterial | 
and will be 
continu'd in the Church, to the conſum- | 
mation of the Chriſtian Age ; becauſe | 
the Church, as it is a regular Society of | 


5 


Church Authority. 


Ar the Lord's Supper; to exclude judici- 
5 contumacious Offenders and to or- 
©4ain Elders, to ſupply the Mortality of 
8 Officers; and to preach the Laws of 
3 Wt. 


* 


rin of the Apoſtles. Their Buſi- 
neſs was to gather a Church out of the 
J Maſs of Unbelievers; to reveal ſomething 
Z which was not Eoown ſufficiently before, 


gion; whenas the Buſineſs of Preaching 
now, 


thoſe always in remembrancè of thoſe things, 
which they know already ; 
= work of an Evangeliſt; Is to make full 
F 17% of the Miniſtiy, which is committed ritus 1.3, 
e us, according to the Commandment of 


I But the Office of preaching it in the 
Church Eſtabliſhed, is different from the 


and to proſelyte to a new Form of Reli- 


oy 


is only to inculcate the form of Tim. 1. 


Won words, and the Faith which was Th 
once deliver'd to the Sainte; Is to put 2 Per. I. 
12. 


Is to do the, Tim. 1 


So 


2. 8. 


God our Saviour; In Doctrine ſbewing 2 Cor. 2 


ace Gravity and Sincerity, as 
% God, in the bt of God, Jpeaking in 
Beit. 

J The . of . and Lf ng, may 
take i in the whole Buſineſs of the Mi- 
niſters of the Kingdom of Heaven z but 
5 there is too much Matter 1 in this, to 
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An Eſſay # 55 Z 
be brought within the Compaſs of my 1 
Deſign ; I ſhall therefore only buſy my . 
ſelf at preſent with Abſolution, one Par- 


ticular of Church Authority. I have 
choſe this for your Entertainment; be- 
cauſe it ſeems to be moſt expoſed to Ex- 


ceptions, and to be burthen d with 1 incon- 3 
ſiſtent Conſtructioms. 1 


Tue Method 1 hell tile with this 3 
Subject, is, to expoſe Proper and Sacra- 
mental Abſolutions ; ; And when this is 


done; I will f peak to Dec larative Preca- 3 


5 and alias Abſolurion. ; 
J. Againſt Proper and Sacramental Ab- \ 


ſolution, thus argue. Proper and Sacra- | 


mental Abſolution is an Act of Sovereign- | 
ty, and ſupreme Abſolute Dominion, 
which belongs properly and eminently to | 


Mark 2. 7. God the Father, of whom 1 It 1s ſaid, That 


he alone can forgive Sins ; But theſe terms 
are not excluſive, becauſe, it is ſaid in a- 


| Jukes, 24. nother Scripture, The Son of Man hath 


Power on Earth to forgive Sins. But the 


Power of forgiving Sins is eminently, in- 


herently, and originally the Prerogative of 
the Father, who, in this Senſe, can a- 


Ene e vrgive f mms ; whenas the Power the 1 
Son hath to forgive Sins, is derived from 


the Grant of the Father, by a Devolu- 
A tion 


1 XII or XIII Centuries; Thoſe Days of Ig- 


Church Authority. 5 15 
tion of Authority. I am leaving my Bu- 
ſineſs, but Iwill return to it. 


I le, if there was Occaſion, call a 
Cloud of Witneſſes into my Aſliſtance, 
to give their Teſtimony againſt Abſolute 
1 Abſolutions, But as your Time 
will not give me leave to adorn my Argu- 
ment with great Names; I ſhall only 
entertain you with the mention of the 
A Riewats and Liturgies of the Church. I 


claim their Aſliſtance Proper Hu- 
nmane — 


In the aden Rituals, and in the new 
L Pontifical of the Church of Rome, and o,, xc 


| in the preſent Greek Church, Abſolution Vol. 8. pag. 


is expreſſed in the third Perſon, as coming 203. "_—_ 
from God only, and never in the firſt 
Perſon, as if it came from Man. The 9%. pag. 
Lereat Uſper in his Anſwer to the Jeſuit, 25. 
will entertain the Curious with ſome Pre- bs 
cedents of this kind: And the induſtri- 
ous Mr. Bingham, who hath his Conver- 
cation very much among the Ancients, is 
osttive. that Indicative Abſolution, as, ] 
rb 222 
norance and Superſtition. I claim theſe 
beo for my Uſe, in proving the 
Newneſs of Indicative Abſolution, 


Once 


i060 ! 

Once more. The Preſumption and 
Abſurdity of the Pretenſion to proper 
Abſolution, is evident in this; becauſe 
Proper Abſolution requireth a full and 
perfect Knowledge of the inward Man of | 
the Heart, of all the inviſible Springs 
and Movements of Repentance, and as 
the Heart of Man is only known to God, 
. who in the Language of his own Writers | 
fer. 15, is called the Searcher of the Heart, and 
0. Trier of the Reins; no Perſon, but God, 
can properly, directly, and abſolutely for- 
give Sins ; becauſe God alone, doth imme- 
 diately and properly know what. is in 

po ls n 
I have one more Argument to leave 
with you, and then I will diſmiſs this 
Particular. The dominion of Conſcience 
is the Peculiar of God, and no Civil, or 
Eceleſiaſt ical Power whatever, hath any 
thing to do here, more than to direct and 
inform. It is to be obſerved, that the 
Holy Apoſtles, who were divinely aſſiſted, 
and immediately concerned in the Com- 
miſſion of binding and looſing, laid no 
_ claim to proper Abſolution; what they 
did, or could do in this Buſineſs, was to 
abſolve Men indiretly and improperly, by 
the Miniſtry of the Word and Sacraments 
by their Exhortations to Piety ; by _ 
YO 


IR 


church Authority, 
Perſuaſive to Repentance ; 5 by Prayer to 
God: They left the Dominion of Con- 


ſcience to God ; they never preſumed to Rom. 14. 


judge another Man's Servant, they left 


him to his own Maſter, This Text wants 


a Comment, and let it be this; Another 
Man's Sopwant, is not a juſt Tranflati- 


ons; the Greek 18, 4 tv ö 3 and 
the vulgar Latin, alienum Serum; and 
St. Chryſoftom!s Notation, 69 ov, a7 & het. 


on now before me. . 


1 Devlanarive Abſolution | is officiary i in 


the Church; and belongs to the Mini- 


flers of "the Keys. Our Office, (my Bre- 


Who art thou thar judgeſt another Per- 
ſon's Domeſtick, the Servant of God. I. 
have now done with proper and dire 
| Abſolution ; | have Declarative Abſoluti- 


+: 


thren,) is the Miniſtry of Reconciliation;: Cor 4; 


and our Commiſſion is the Word of Recon- 
ciliationʒ and we, who have received this 


Miniſtry muſt declare, that God hath re- 


conciled the World unto himſelf by Jeſus 


Chriſt :: We are to preach the Cos el of 
Peace, we are to beſeech Men to be re- 


conciled unto God, by declaring that it 
is the Will of our Maſter, that all Men 
fhould turn from their Sins. and be ſaved 


a that he f ts Tr and juſt to forgive 


us 


3 


8, 19. 
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Iniquity; and living ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly, e 


the Levitical Prieſts are ſaid to be the 
Authors and Doers of that, they only de- 


God, and to abſolve declaratively, ſeem to 


IIluſtrations under the Chriſtian Diſpen- | 
| fation ; to preach Chriſt, is to ſet before 
Sinners thoſe ſtrong Encouragements | 
they have to reconcile themſelves to Gd 


niſterial Application and Affection, the 
Duties of Chriſtianity upon them. 


the true Signification of binding and loaſ- 


cording to the Helleniſtical Idiom, which 
runs thro the Writings of the Goſpel. 
In proof of this, I beg it may be obſer- 


An Eſſay upon 


us our Sins, upon our departing from all 


This Miniſterial Abſolution, may be 
ſet forth in a ſet Form of Words; as in 
the Engliſb Liturgy, or, by preaching the 
Word of God: To preach the Mord of 


me to be the ſame Office; to preach Chriſt, 


is. to ſet forth the exceeding Love of God | 
for Mankind, exhibited in moſt affecting 


by Repentance, and to impreſs with mi- 


Io declare, that God will abſolve Sin- 


ners upon their Repentance, ſeems to me, 
ing, of remitting and retaining Sins, ac- 
ved; that in the Phraſe of the Seventy, 


clare 


1 
f 


Church Authority. 


clare to be done. As in the Caſe of Le- Lex. 13: 


ther the direct, nor indirect Author of 
his polluting or cleanfing. It is the Re- 
mark of Arias Montanus upon this Idi- 
om, polluendo pollues, immundum di- 
cendo, So in the Phraſe of the Goſpel, 
which is written in the Helleniſtical 
Greek, and hath Abundance of the Idi- 


oms of the Seventy: The Miniſters of 


* 


Chriſt, are ſaid to bind and looſe in the 
firſt Perſon, when they only declare that 
Men are bound and loos'd by God, who 
can forgive Sin only,abſolutely and proper- 
ly. So much to Declarative Abſolution. 


II. Another Branch of the Miniſtry of 
| Reconciliation, which is committed to the 
Officers of the Kingdom of Heaven, 1s to 
abſolve and looſe by Prayer to God. This 
| Abſolution which is by way of Deprecati- 
on and Interceſſion, is not proper, direct, 
or immediate; But improper, mediate and 
mniſterial, by the uſe of means and Ap- 

„ plica- 


—— — — 


0 


2⁰ 


by his Miniſters, dj Hributing to every 
Man reading to the riches of bis Grace. 27 


In. the Chriſtian Minitiry. the two 
Offices of Prophet and Prieſt, which were 
In different Hands under the Law. of 

Alaſes, are join'd in one Perſon. In the 

declarative Abſulution, we beſeech Men 
in Chriſt's Stead to be reconciled to God, 


An Eſſay upon 


| plication to gain Abſolution from. God. 
Prayer to God is the Means, and the Mi- 


pits the Interceſſor, that God would 
vouchſafe to grant to his People a Bleſ- 
ſing thro' his Prayers. God Almighty 
plants and waters his Church by the Mini- 


lr of Paul and Aholſos; But the Bleſſing 


and Increaſe is from God, who bang. 


and in this we act the Part of a Prophet, 


_ which was, and is to negotiate the Affairs 
- of God with Men ; but in precatory Abſo- 
lution, we beleech God to be reconciled 


unto Men; and in this, we act the Part 


of a Prieft, Which was, and i 16 to negotiate 


the Affairs ef: Men Wi; th God. 


But now 3 Ne Precatory 
Asſolur ion is not Operative. of Pardon; 


nor the means ſine qua non, God Almigh- 
ty will pardon, Sinners. I am of Opini- 


| OR 4 a Sinner may. be abſolv' 4 by God, up- 


on 
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Won his own Application to the Throne We 
Mercy, thro' the Mediation of Jeſus, 
without a particular Miniſterial Abſoluti- 
n; becauſe, God the Supreme Gover- 
Wor and Abſolute, Legiſlator is not tied 
Blown by his own poſitive Rules and Pre- 
criptions, but can diſpenſe with theſe at 
is Pleaſure, and ſave by other Ways. 
Hut I cannot but think it Preſumption in 
Men, habitually and. willingly to flight 
: iniſterial Abſolution,' by way of Decla- 
ation and Prayer; becauſe, altho' God is 
ot tied down to his own poſerive Rules, 
Jet Men, to whom theſe Rules are given, 
And for whoſe Uſe they were contrivd, 
Ire oblig d in ordinary Caſes to ſeek fa- 
our at the hand of God, thro ihe uſe of 
tboſe. arbitrary and poſitive Rules God hath 
reſcribed; For the Work of the Miniſtry, 
or perſecting of tbe Saints ; 5 for cealhins 

If the Body in Love. 


I cannot Ain this Particular, before 1 
have taken in an Objection, and en- 
Jeavoured to remove it ; It is the 
Duty of all People to have the Spiritual 
oncerns of their Neighbours at Heart, 
nd to labour with them in their Exhor- 
ations and Prayers for their Inſtruction 
nd Converſion ; that the Miniſter in 


decla- 
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| Rom, 18. every individual Chriſtian, To pray and 


Heb. 3. 13-to exhort each other whilſt it is called to 


Lev. 19. betwixt the Prayers,” Rebukes, and Ex. 


peut. 8. are Duties of Office. Levi was ſeparatet 


peut. 10. bleſs in his Name: And the Sons of Lew 


Gal. 4. 14-#eeetv'd 05 , ) as the Meſſenger 


poet ens I > A Cz} r 


22 An Eſſay upon 
declarative and precatory Abſolution doth 
no more than other good People do. A 


Word or two will make this Obje&ion 
very quiet: It 1s certainly the Duty of 


S 


30. fh ſtrive together in their Prayers to God 
James 3. for each. 1 3 3 Becauſe the fervent Prayer 
16. K riohteous Man availeth much. It is, 
undoubtedly the Duty of every good Mani 


Day. But' now there is this Difference 


7. bortations of pious Laymen, and thoſe o 
proper Miniſters of the Goſpel. Prayers, 
_ Exhortations, and Rebukes, are Works 
of Common Charity | in the Hands of Lay. 
men, but in the Hands of the Clergy they 


tg ſtand before the Lord, to miniſter ani 


3 Ws are to ſpeak and exhort with all Authoril 


cap. 2. 15.7), and to rebuke ſharply, and are to 2 


e 


May l not t fay, it + wil be great Sa 
 tisfaRion to a Soul which is laden, and 
Heavy laden with the Burthen of his Sins 
to have his Caſe examin'd by thoſe Per 

ſons, whoſe Duty and "_ it is to * | 
rea 


Church Authority; . 2z3 
ready Scribes in the Law of the Lord, and 
to preſerve the Knowledge of it in their 
Lips: The feet of thoſe Meſſengers, who Iſa. $2.7. 
publiſh Peace, who bring tidings of good _ | 
Things, who publiſh Salvation, muſt be . 1, 
very beautiful; So the Prophet taught, . 
and i St. Paul preach ed. 


May I not ſay, common Prudence 
will direct Men to get the beſt Advice 
they can in the Affairs of Eternity: And 
here is it they can do better than to 
Week the Law of the Lord at the Mouth 
f his Miniſters, who are conſecrated to 
he Miniſtry of the Truth, and tied up- 
n their own Salvation, to preſerve the 
nowledge of it in their Lips 


177. Ra CCC 
nd This precatory Abſolution is the moſt 
eulbntient and the moſt rwnexceptionable. | 


May it not therefore be wiſh'd, that all 
orms of Miniſterial Abſolution were in 

his precatory Model. I muſt beg leave 
' Rounderftand Indicative Forms, as preca- 

ory to God for bis Abſolution. I have la- 

dour'd enough in this Particular, and 

pill leave it; that I may entertain you 

little with Indicative Abſolution, 


a 4 5 - I. Indi- 
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15 Mdititius ede is a * ebnet 


ble Branch of the Powe? of the * Keys, 


whereby the Miniſter of Church Di. 


| ſeipline, (wherever this Power and Mini- 
ſtry may be lodg'd,) receiveth thoſe Per- | 
ſons, who have been excommunicated up- 


on their Canonical Submiſſion and Repen-| 
Lance into the external Communion of the x: 


Prayers and Sacraments of the Church. | 
Expo. on The very Learned Dr. Barrow ſeems to 


48. Creed, he of Opinion, that this Abſolut ion, or 


formal Remiſſion of Sins, which is conſign- 
ed by the Miniſtry of the Church was 


principally deſigned by the Compilers off 
_ the Creed, in the Article of Forgiveneſs| 
of Sins. But let it be as it will. I beg 
leave to believe the Church of Crit : 


hath canonical judicial Authority over its 
own Members in Matters of External N 


| Regimen. 


Authors of workitg Imaginations: have] 
pretended to find the whole Buſineſs off 


Ex communication in the Metaphbor of the 
Aey; but I am not warm enough to un- 
derſtand their Argument. I muſt leave 
the Adaptation of the Key to the Parti- 


culars of Excommunication to better Fan- 


cies. entirely come into Excommunica- 


tion, 


Gurch Authority, 
tion, tho J cannot underſtand the Areu- 
ment of the Key : Inconcluſive Reaſons 


betray a good Cauſe to the ridicule af 
its Adverſaries. 


But this disfranchizing en ſeems 
to me a conſtituent Part of Social Unity, 
whether it be FEsccleſiaſtical or Civil. 
The Heathens had it; and ſo had the 
Fes. And as the Church of Chrit is. 
a Regular Society, a Body fitly jointed 10 C 
get her; and compacted unto the 73 
ſelf in Love; it cannot ſubſiſt in 
order and decency without Judicial Pas 
thority; to puniſh by excluſion, thoſe 
irregular Members who diſeaſe her Vital 
and diſturb her external Peace. But 
now the proper Objects of this Church 
Authority, are overt Acts and external 
Privileges ; and excluſion doth, or can, 
only, direcliy and properly operate upon 
Externals, as to debar the Perſon under 
Sentence, the outward ſpiritual Privi- 


lepes, of Hearing the Word of God in, ? waz 


of Praying with, and Receiving the Sa. 
craments in the Church : ; and Judicial 
Canonical can 120 doth, 
only reſtore thoſe Perſons who are un- 
der the Vence of ROS. on, upon their 


external 
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external canonical Submiſſion to the ex- 


ternal Communion of Prayers and Sacra- 
ments in the Church. 


The. Abſolution of the "Clit in 


this Circumſtance is Proper and Fu- 
dicial; becauſe the Church is a pro- 
per Judge of Overt Acts, and Exter- 
nal Privileges, which concern her Polity; | 
and Indicative Abſolution is Canonically | 
neceſſary, to reſtore thoſe who have 
been excluded external Church Commu- 


nion, to the Communion of Saints in 
the viſible Church Militant. 


| But Excommbnication can have no- 


thing Secular in it; becauſe it is the 


Diſcipline of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 


which is not of this World, (Vide, 
Of the faſhion and temper of Civil Po. 


lities, ) it cannot affect the Bodies or 


| Eſtates of Men, or their Civil Rights | 
or Privileges. Whatever is Secular in | 
this Diſcipline comes from the Indul- | 
| gence of the Civil Power, which hath | 


thought proper, in ſome Caſes, to 


Strengthen the Authority of the 


Glut with a Devolution of ſome 


Branches of Civil Authority. .'-And 


the 


To church Authority. 


che Church in this Caſe acts as 4 


Miniſter of Ceſar, and not as a Mi- 


niſter of Chriſt, The Inconſiſtencies 


in the preſent Practice of Excom- 


muncation, give the Enemies of 


all Church Authority a handle 


to blaſpheme. Pardon me when 
: Jay, Ir was not __ Jn the 


Beginning. 


But axooitimunication. is not 4 


Creature of the Civil State, but 
independent Authority given to the 


Church by Chriſt, the Founder 
Jof it. This is e e Becauſe 


the Church did exerciſe the Power 


within herſelf, before this Civil 


Magiſtrate was become its Nur ſing 


Father. Hear Tertullian, who lived 
in the tronbleſome Times of the 


Second Century, ſpeaking of the 
faſhion of the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, 


Ibidem Exhortationes, Caſtigationes, 


& | conſura diving : Nam © judica- 
E 2 Fur 


theo dds rk 
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Fur magno cum pon dere, ut apud 
certos de Dei conſpectu; ſummum- 
que futuri judicii præjudicium eſt; 
f quis ita deliquerit, ut a Commu- 
nicatione orationis, & conventus, & 
omni Sancti Commercii relegetur. 
Apol. pag. 67. Ed. Pam. All this 
g uſineſs was executed by hs hands | 
of thoſe Officers he calls Probati | 
Seniores; they were certainly Ec- 
cleſiafticks. But I mult leave others | 
to determine their Order. 


all i A Matter too delicate for 
me to conclude, how far Excom- 
munication, as we now have it, 
may operate upon Conſcience. 1 
cannot but think, that the Mem- 
bers of the nian Church have 
an Obediential Neceſſity upon them 
to pay external Conformity to the 
lawful Concluſions of Church Au- 


thority in Matters of external Re- 
1 Ho, appointed for 9 and 


church ae 


order. And that the Canonical Mi- 
niſter of Church Diſcipline hath it 
upon his Conſcience, to uſe this 
Spiritual Power for Edification, and Cor. A 

Y not for Deſtruction; That the Spirit: Cor. * 
may be ſaved in the day of the Lore * 
Jeſus Chriſt, 1 have one. 8 


Nom unto bins that Joved us, ad | 
waſhed us from our Sins in his 
own Blood ; and hath made us 
Prieſts 1220 God, and his Fa- 

ther, to him be Glory and Do- 


= minion for ever ue ever. ; 
= Amen. * Z ok 
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Seeed 
eee 


Iu Publiſh'd. 


\Ccleſiaſtical Memorials; enen chiefly 
to Religion, and the Reformation of it, 
and the Emergencies of the Church of Eng- 

and, under King Henry VIII. King Ed- 


dur Writers and Hiſtorians, will communi- 


rate much more Light to thoſe great Tranſ- 
1Rions in this Kingdom; and moreover, 


liſcover further the Inclinarions and Infla- 
ces of the Reſpective Princes; The Em- 


Porentates and States, chiefly with reſpect 
0 Religion: The Oppoſitions made to it; 
he Troubles and Perſecutions of the Profeſ- 


the two Cardinals, Wolſey and Pole, and 


f Convocations, Royal and Epiſcopal Vi- 


om Time to Time ſer forth ; with various 
ther Matters worthy of Note and Obſer- 
ation. In three Volumes. With a large 

\ppendix to each Volume, containing Ori- 
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rd VI. and Queen Mary I. All which be- 
ng new, and ſuch as A hitherto eſcaped 


aflies and Correſpondencies with Foreign 


ors of it; the Tempers, Practices and Events 


ther Prelates and great Men en, both Parties, 
the reſpective Reigns : Beſides, Accounts 


ations, Eccleſiaſtical Confticyrions, Books 


inal Papers, Records, OF vy Joan 
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3 foro the Houſe of Lords. „ 

8 : Dr. Saundef⸗ 8 Sermon bare the Houſe of 

EL | Commons. Both on December the 8th, being 

Wen. the Faſt Day for averting God's judgment 
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